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Introduction

In compliance with the basic objectives of the Cooperation Council for the
Arab States of the Gulf, and in conformity with the objectives of the GCC Unified
Economic Convention seeking to achieve economic integration among GCC
member states, and aware of the crucial role played by GCC industries in the
economies of the GCC member states, it becomes vital for the member states to
take necessary measures against dumping, subsidy and increase of Imports, which
cause injury, threat of injury, or retardation to GCC industries.

Pursuant to Article 86 of the Rules of Implementation of the GCC Common Law
on Antidumping, Countervailing Measures and Safeguard Measures which states,
"The Technical Secretariat issues an Official Gazette where it publishes all
publications required under this Common Law and its Rules of Implementation™.
Hereby, GCC-Bureau of Technical Secretariat for Anti Injurious Practices in
International Trade pleased to publish the Notice Volume No (46) of the Official
Gazette of GCC- Bureau of Technical Secretariat for Anti-Injurious Practices in
International Trade.
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The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf
GCC-Bureau of Technical Secretariat for Anti Injurious
Practices in International Trade

Initiation of anti-dumping investigation against GCC imports of
electric accumulators used for starting piston engines, originating in or
exported from the People’s Republic of China and Malaysia

In conformity with the GCC Common Law on Anti-Dumping,
Countervailing and Safeguard Measures and its Rules of Implementation,
(hereinafter referred to as the Regulation), and upon the decision no.
(58/15AD/2024) of the Permanent Committee of Anti Injurious practices
in the International Trade (hereinafter referred to as the Permanent
Committee) regarding accepting the anti-dumping complaint lodged by the
GCC industry and approving the initiation of the anti-dumping
investigation, the GCC- Bureau of Technical Secretariat for Anti-Injurious
Practice in International Trade (hereinafter referred to as the GCC-TSAIP)
announces the initiation of anti-dumping investigation against GCC
Imports of Electric accumulators used for starting piston engines,
(Product under Investigation), originating in or exported from the People’s
Republic of China and Malaysia, from the date of the publication of this
notice in the Official Gazette of the GCC-TSAIP (hereinafter referred to as
Official Gazette) according to the following:
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1. Complaint

The GCC-TSAIP received a properly documented complaint submitted by
Reem Batteries and Power appliances Company, Al Shabib Battery
Factory (Q Power), Middle East Battery Company (hereinafter referred to
as “The Complainant”) on behalf of the GCC industry according to the
provisions of paragraphs (2 & 3) of Article (2) of the Regulation, alleging
that the imports of the product under investigation are being imported from
the People’s Republic of China and Malaysia into the GCC market at
dumped prices causing material injury to the GCC industry.

2. GCC Industry

The Complainants are Reem Batteries and Power appliances Company, -
Oman, Al Shabib Battery Factory (Q Power) — Qatar, and Middle East
Battery Company - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The complaint was
supported by the Qatar Battery Factory in the State of Qatar, the Emirates
Battery Company in the United Arab Emirates, and the National Battery
Manufacturing Company in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The complainant with supporters represents 100% of the GCC total
production of the like product. Therefore, the standing of the GCC industry
has been fulfilled in accordance with Article (6-1) of the Regulation.



3. Product under Investigation and GCC like Product

Electric accumulators, including separators,therefore whether or
not rectangle (including Square) lead acid of kind used for
starting piston engines classified under the following GCC-
Unified Tariff Codes from item: (85071000).

The product under investigation is used to start-up the engines
of cars,trucks,vehicles,etc.

The complainant clarified that the GCC product is alike product
in all respects to the product under investigation and they have
the same end uses, and substitutability.

4.  Allegation of Dumping

The Complainant alleged that imports of the product under
investigation is being imported into the GCC at dumped prices.
The Complainant made comparison between the export price of
the product under investigation and the normal value of the like
product in the domestic market in the countries concerned at the
same level of trade. This comparison resulted in the existence of
dumping margins higher than 2% of the export price and thus
could not be ignored.
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5. Allegation of the material Injury and causality

The Complainant alleged that there has been a significant increase in the
volume of the allegedly dumped imports of the product under investigation
in absolute terms and relative to the domestic production,which caused
material injury to the GCC industry that was represented in the following
factors:

» There is a price undercutting & depression,

» Decline in sales volume,

* Decline in market share of GCC industry,

« Decline in production volume and capacity utilization,
« Decline in productivity,

» Decline in profit and return on investment,

» Decline in Cash Flow,

* Decline in ability to grow
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6. Procedures

The GCC-TSAIP examined the accuracy and adequacy of the data
contained in the complaint and the Permanent Committee decided to
accept the complaint and initiate the investigation according to Article (4)
of the Regulation as they are satisfied that the information, data, evidence,
and facts reported in the complaint appear to be sufficient to justify the
Initiation as per the provisions of the Common Law and its Regulation.
Therefore, according to Article (9) of the Regulation, the notice of
initiation is published in this Official Gazette while its publishing date
shall be considered the effective date for the initiation of this investigation.
Furthermore, the embassies of the People’s Republic of China and
Malaysia in Riyadh were notified prior to the initiation in line with Article
(7-1) of the Regulation.



7. Investigation Period

The dumping investigation period is from 1st January 2023 to 31st
December 2023.

The injury investigation period covers the period from 1st January
2019 to 31st December 2023.

According to Article (23) of the Regulation, the investigation shall be
completed within (12) months from its date of initiation. This period
may be extended in special circumstances for no more than (6)
months.

8. Questionnaires and Collecting Information

In order to obtain necessary information for the investigation, the
GCC-TSAIP will send questionnaires to the known foreign exporting
producers (regarding the unknown foreign exporting producers, the
questionnaires will be submitted through the diplomatic representative
of the concerned countries in the Country of headquarters).

Questionnaires will be sent to the GCC producers and to the known
GCC importers of the product under investigation, and Consumer
Protection Entities in GCC.
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All interested parties who wish to participate in the investigation shall make
themselves known and submit their responses to the questionnaires either in
Arabic or in English to the GCC-TSAIP within (40) days from the date on
which the questionnaires were sent to them or to the diplomatic
representative of the countries concerned according to the provisions of
Article (12) of the Regulation provided that such responses have to be
submitted during the GCC-TSAIP working hours from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
KSA local time.

Interested parties who wish to submit comments on the complaint shall do
so in Arabic within no later than (15) days from the date of publication of
this notice and within the specified working hours as indicated above.

9. Sampling Techniques

According to Article (13 ) of the Regulation, “If the number of exporters,
producers, importers, types of products or transactions under investigation
are so large as to make such investigation impracticable, the investigation
may be limited to a representative sample of interested parties, products
under investigation, or transactions by using statistically-valid samples
based on either the information available at the time of selection or the
largest percentage of export volume, production, or sales of the concerned
country which can be reasonably verified during the period of the
Investigation”.
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the GCC-TSAIP may resort to apply sampling technique in case of the
existence of large number of interested parties or types of products
under investigation. The GCC-TSAIP will decide whether or not to
resort to the sample technique after receiving a complete and full
responses to the investigation questionnaires as required within the time
limits specified according to paragraph 8 of this notice.

10. Cooperating parties in the investigation:

Companies will be considered cooperating in the investigation if they
make themselves known and submit full responses to questionnaires as
required and within the time limits specified according to paragraph 8
of this notice. By submitting a complete and full response to the
questionnaire , the company agrees to the possibility of being included
in the sample and accepting the verification visit, if decided to be
conducted.

In the event that the sample method is used for foreign exporting
producers companies who were considered cooperating parties as a
result of their submission to a complete and full response to the foreign
exporting producers' questionnaire but not included in the sample, the
anti-dumping measures (if applied) to imports from these non-sampled
exporting producers shall not exceed the weighted average dumping
margin established with respect to the sampled exporting producers
according to the provisions of Article (30-5) of the Regulation

10
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Furthermore, according to the provisions of Article (30-6) of the
Regulation, individual determinations of the dumping margin may be
determined for any exporting producer, not initially sampled, who
submits the response to the questionnaire within the specified time-
limit in this notice except where the number of exporting producers is
so large that individual examinations would be unduly burdensome to
the GCC-TSAIP and prevent timely completion of the investigation.

11. Hearings

Pursuant to Article (14) of the Regulation, hearings may be held to
give opportunity to all interested parties to present their views and
arguments, provided that they submit a written request to the GCC-
TSAIP that includes specific reasons as to why they should be heard.
Interested parties must express their wish to hold a hearing within a
(30) days’ period from the date of publication of this notice in the
Official Gazette.

12. On-the-Spot Verification Visits

Pursuant to Article (18) of the Regulation, the GCC-TSAIP may
conduct verification visits at the premises of the interested parties
inside or outside GCC countries to verify the accuracy of the
information submitted and to collect any additional clarifications on
the information or data required for the investigation.

11
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13. Confidentiality

Any information provided by interested parties on a confidential
basis, upon a reasonable cause, shall be treated as confidential and
shall not be disclosed without the specific permission of the party
submitting it pursuant to Article (12) of the Regulation.

Interested parties providing confidential information shall furnish a
non-confidential summary with sufficient details to permit a
reasonable understanding of the substance of the information
submitted in confidence. If that information is not susceptible of
summary, the concerned parties shall provide a statement of the
reason according to Article (19) of the Regulation otherwise, such
information may be disregarded.

14. Non-cooperation

In cases any interested party refuses access to or otherwise does not
provide necessary information or does not submit them within the
specified time limits or in the prescribed form or impedes the course
of the investigation, the GCC-TSAIP will make its preliminary and
final determinations based on the information available pursuant to
Article (26) of the Regulation.

In cases any interested party provided any misleading or wrong
information, it will not be considered and information available may
be used.

12
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15. Public File

The GCC-TSAIP makes available all relevant non-confidential
information submitted by the interested parties through its
public file. This information is available, upon written request,
for all interested parties during the investigation and before
reaching the final determinations pursuant to Article (14-3) of
the Regulation.

16. Submission of Information

All relevant information including the information requested in
this notice, questionnaire replies and correspondences provided
by interested parties, must be communicated to GCC-TSAIP in
electronic format and must indicate the name, address, e-mail
address and telephone of the interested parties.

All interested parties participating in the Investigation shall
submit their comments and arguments in the Arabic language.
Any translation to Arabic Shall be provided through a licensed
office operating in one of GCC countries, provided that this
translation is acceptable by GCC-TSAIP.
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Correspondences to the GCC-TSAIP shall be emailed to the following address:

Faisal Abdullah Al-Muhaideb
General Director of GCC- TSAIP
Secretariat General- Gulf Cooperation Council
Bureau of Technical Secretariat of Anti Injurious Practices in the
International Trade

Email :
tsaip-Inv@gccsg.org

Phone : +966112551329

: +966112551388
: +966112551389
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